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» OF THE COMMISSIONER

Celebrating a CCG Milestone: Polar Icebreakers for the Future

Colleagues,

| am excited to share an important milestone for the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) regarding our Fleet of the
Future, specifically the recent awarding of construction contracts for our two new polar icebreakers. Over
the years, many people and teams have contributed to get us to this milestone — bringing us one step closer
to these impressive vessels joining our fleet.

On many occasions in the past, Canadians have looked to a polar icebreaker as a form of asserting Canada’s
sovereignty in the Arctic. And today is no different. Now more than ever, shifting geopolitical and climate
change realities in the North are once again putting the Arctic top of mind for several nations — making this
step towards year-round Arctic maritime coverage even more timely.

The polar icebreaker project dates back to the 1960s, when the SS Manhattan — a commercial oil tanker
from the United States — first navigated through the Northwest Passage, escorted by the CCGS John A.
Macdonald and at times the CCGS Louis S. St-Laurent. The voyage prompted important discussions around
the Canadian Arctic and the need for icebreakers to help affirm Canadian sovereignty and support Northern
communities.

Despite several steps forward throughout the 1980s and 1990s, it was not until 2008 when the Polar Class
Icebreaker Project was officially announced. Not long after, in 2010, the Government of Canada made the
decision to support Canada’s shipbuilding industry and focus on renewing both the CCG’s and the Royal
Canadian Navy’s fleets. And in 2021, the Government of Canada announced that it would procure two polar
icebreakers instead of one.

As you can see, the path to get here has been long, and not without its challenges. To recognize the
exceptional effort that went into this initiative, | encourage everyone to read the new Polar Icebreaker
Chronology to learn more about this incredible journey, including the many people involved and key
milestones over the years.


file:///C:/Users/f_sta/Downloads/Polar%20Icebreaker%20Chronology%20-%20EN.pdf
file:///C:/Users/f_sta/Downloads/Polar%20Icebreaker%20Chronology%20-%20EN.pdf

Throughout the decades, the CCG has been proud to work with our public and private sector partners to
advance this critical initiative, continually moving the yard stick forward, all leading to this month’s
momentous announcement.

In early March, the Government of Canada announced it had awarded separate contracts to Seaspan’s
Vancouver Shipyards and Chantier Davie Canada Inc. for the construction of the two polar icebreakers, with
expected delivery by 2032 and 2030, respectively. These polar icebreakers will strengthen our operational
capacity in the Arctic in several critical ways. For example, these powerful vessels will ensure longer
operations at higher latitudes, with enhanced capabilities for supporting Indigenous communities, bolstering
Arctic security, responding to maritime emergencies, and contributing to science in the high Arctic.
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Image rendering of the future Polar Icebreakers.

As announced last summer, these vessels will be named the CCGS Imnaryuaq and CCGS Arpatuuq. These
names, chosen in collaboration with Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami for their cultural significance to Inuit, further the
Government of Canada’s commitment to strengthening relationships with Indigenous Peoples.

This work has drawn on the expertise of countless individuals over many years from the CCG and our
partners. From the Polar Icebreaker team in Vessel Procurement to our Fleet Renewal Planning colleagues,
dozens of CCG personnel have worked tirelessly to identify our needs and shared their technical and
operational knowledge in order to make this achievement a reality.

I would also like to recognize the significant support of our Fisheries and Oceans Canada colleagues,
including the Chief Financial Officer team who stickhandled funding and the Treasury Board submissions. |
am also grateful to our other departmental partners, including the Department of Justice and Public Services
and Procurement Canada, for their ongoing collaboration.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-services-procurement%2Fnews%2F2025%2F03%2Fconstruction-of-new-polar-icebreakers-for-the-canadian-coast-guard.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7C27e729fe2e3148e8bf1008dd6bec611c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638785385178156259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CzG6uPYTicTg%2FUDCZy0O7corW4MrQeLXTQ3W9sHr4cI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintra.ccg-gcc.gc.ca%2Fnational%2Fen%2Fcommunications%2Fn-d_2024%2F2024-08-19.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7C27e729fe2e3148e8bf1008dd6bec611c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638785385178171541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UR0V820%2FnNYWTUl%2BvDfbSKLh2NFO030MfjfDvxMdV3A%3D&reserved=0

Truly, this is a remarkable accomplishment that would not have been possible without the dedication and
consistent effort of dozens of employees across the organization and the Public Service. | would like to take

this opportunity to recognize this extraordinary feat and express my deep gratitude and respect for all of the
hard work throughout the years.

Polar cake celebration at 222 Nepean.

As we mark the 15th anniversary of the National Shipbuilding Strategy, these new vessels represent a

significant investment in the CCG’s fleet, ensuring we are well equipped to continue fulfilling our mandate for
Canadians in the years ahead.

Mario Pelletier
Commissioner

Canadian Coast Guard


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-services-procurement%2Fservices%2Facquisitions%2Fdefence-marine%2Fnational-shipbuilding-strategy.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7C27e729fe2e3148e8bf1008dd6bec611c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638785385178189339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UiUKbBm9Y%2FfB973Q%2BkJ2uS%2B3diJc0gKARjwzwmW0kWU%3D&reserved=0

