John McGrath passed away on April 30, 2024

Subject: Passing of John McGrath

Please share with the Fleet:

It is with great sadness that | share the news of the passing of Captain John McGrath.

Captain McGrath was the Officer-In-Charge at Sea Island Hovercraft Base where he served the public
and the Coast Guard for most of his extraordinary career. There were very few people like John, who
led with such passion and fierce commitment through the formative years of CCG right through the
period of moving from TC to DFO. He created a ‘Shangri-La’ by choosing the absolute best people he
could find to join his team. He networked a vast array of friends who were all huge supporters of Coast
Guard, including the actor Jackie Chan, who John happily "drove over" in the movie Rumble in the
Bronx. He did not suffer fools well, demanding a high standard for his people. He had a razor sharp wit,
and he was always there at the ramp after a long call, with open arms and ready to support his people
as needed. He was naturally trained in trauma resiliency before people even knew what these events
could do to our people. John was many things, but | will remember him most for being a fierce advocate
for women, during a time when there were very few in the marine industry.

John is an example of the far-reaching effects a person can have in the CCG - integral to saving so many
lives, to inspiring so many careers, his professional legacy continues today and will remain an important
part of the Future Fleet. He battled cancer - his road winding uphill to the very end. He will be missed
by many.
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