
 
 

Michael McCullagh Obituary 

CULLAGH, Michael Shaun 
November 10, 1957 - July 6, 2023 
The family, friends and shipmates of Captain Mike 
McCullagh are sad to announce his final "passing over the 
bar" on July 6th, 2023. 
Mike was born in Victoria and grew up with his family in 
Victoria and Esquimalt where he attended Esquimalt High 
School. His father having been in the Navy, Mike was 
drawn to the sea from a young age and joined the sea 



cadets while still in school. After graduation, his natural 
mechanical abilities were put to good use and he obtained 
his auto mechanic's certificate but it wasn't long before 
the sea lured him back in and he found himself underway 
on the Canadian Coast Guard Cutter Ready out of the old 
Victoria Coast Guard base next to the Johnson Street 
bridge, first as an oiler and later on deck as an ordinary 
seaman. 
Mike's career with the CCG would go on to span over 40 
years, from deckhand to Commanding Officer, from 
inshore rescue boats to lifeboat stations to buoy tenders. 
Following his many years on deck and obtaining his 
successive mate's certificates, he worked on almost every 
CCG vessel that plied the B.C. coast and the Western 
Arctic, including the CCG Ships Wolfe, Arctic Ivik, Racer, 
Provo Wallis, Point Henry and Point Race and Sir James 
Douglas - just to name a few - "Captain" McCullagh then 
sailed as Commanding Officer of CCG Ships Tsekoa II, 
Vector, John P Tully, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and Bartlett, with 
this latter ship being his last command. Mike was known 
for his steady and calm resolve, even in adversity. Mike 
was the consummate seaman, with a love of maritime 
history. His calm demeanor mentored countless officers 
and crew, and his unwavering skills executed during 
countless missions got the job done and doubtless saved 
many lives. Mike was a dedicated Coast Guard officer and 
he received the prestigious Exemplary Service Medal in 



2018. He sailed with hundreds of crew members, many 
who became lifelong friends over his 40 years at sea. 
Ashore and away from work, Mike was no different, he 
was the steady hand that his family and friends could 
always rely on, always there when a favour was requested, 
always the capable guy that knew the right way to fix this 
or that or solve a problem. His Irish heritage provided him 
with a well-honed funny-bone and he always knew how to 
both make and give a good laugh. 
Mike is predeceased by his parents Bob and Patricia 
McCullagh. 
Michael is survived by his wife and best friend Kelly 
McKernan, his two Portuguese water dogs Kona and 
Zephyr. Mike also leaves behind his siblings, Cathy 
(Clint), Bob Jr. (Margot), Kerry (Donna) and his beloved 
nieces and nephews. 
Mike's battle with cancer was the second time around for 
him, he was stoic to the end and we miss him dearly. 
A celebration of Mike's wonderful life will be held at the 
Royal Victoria Yacht Club between 2 and 4 pm on Friday, 
September 22nd, 2023. Please RSVP miramara@telus.net 
by Aug. 31. 
In lieu of flowers donations can be made in Mike's 
memory to BC Cancer Foundation. 
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