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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Well it has been one hell of a year hasn’t it, and unfortunately
it does not appear to be improving as rapidly as hoped. I
sincerely hope that everyone has kept safe and well
throughout the year and we can get back to a near normal
soon.
While everything locally has ground to a halt we have been
able to occasionally continue discussing the CCG and our
CCGAssociation engagement plan. On a recent conference call
with Regional Associations and the Coast Guard, Ottawa,
including the Commissioner we were able to confirm and
update the following few action items.
The Regional CCGAssociation ID Card is still anticipated to be
issued at the CG Base by the Commissionaires, however, due
to the Base pandemic working conditions has now been
delayed awaiting approval from DFO Real Property Regional
and Ottawa.
The Commissioner spoke to the Record of Service card (Similar
to DND Retirees ID Card) and that he would continue looking
into what was possible. The Alumni identified this as a high
priority to build and recognize pride in the service and to
continue that sentiment into retirement. It was recommended
that CCG could start the program with new retirees and work
to include all who wanted the card in the future.
Wearing uniform after retirement was also addressed with the
Commissioner, and, unfortunately, a decision has been made
to reverse the approval process for a retiree to be able to
keep their uniform upon retirement and wear it at appropriate
events.
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To recognize the Alumni at appropriate events it was again
discussed that a suitable option be considered such as a navy
Blazer with CCG Crest. Most felt the CCG Crest would be
appropriate. Some felt the Latin wording would be best to
avoid lengthy bilingual wording and others thought the Alumni
wording would be appropriate. If anyone has any suggestions
or recommendations regarding the Blazer Crest and Pin for
the CCGA please let me know.
The CCG is still looking for suggestions and ideas on how best
to celebrate the CCG 60th Anniversary.
The Commissioner joined the call and provided a brief
overview of the CCG priorities and challenges today including.
• Covid
• New ship construction and new additions to Fleet
• Updated Business Plan
• Work at the College
• People - Upcoming retirements and knowledge gap. 25% of
employees are eligible to retire within the next few years.
We look forward to our new Editor elaborating further on Fleet
topics in future newsletters.
A brief discussion of supporting Canadian Geographic
magazine was held with the Commissioner and he supports
the idea of a CCG Issue, with, if possible the Alumni support to
achieve that goal. CCG is not in a position to support this
initiative itself. Mr John Butler, President of the Newfoundland
CCGAssociation will be representing the Alumni and will meet
with the magazine to explore opportunities to see if this
maybe possible.
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The contract for the historian hired last year by CCG to
capture and update CCG history has expired. Although the
Commissioner expressed a willingness to extend the contract
it has not been renewed to date. Several regions including
Pacific expressed concern that there had not been any follow
up with them and that the project appeared to have stalled
without much work done.
I would again like to welcome our new Editor Daniel
Deyturralde to our team and look forward to his contributions
to the newsletter and to thank Pat Wilson for his many years
of producing the newsletter. Please remember to send any
photos
or
articles
you
have
to
Daniel
at
danieldeyturralde@gmail.com
I will be so happy to let you know when we can get together
again, it might not be for a while so hope you all are able to
get the vaccine soon, stay safe, and have a nice summer
ahead.

John Palliser
President
CCG Association - Pacific
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OBITUARY NOTICE
SCHARF, Joan Ann It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the sudden passing of our Mother, Joan Ann
Scharf (nee McGillivray) on March 5, 2021. Mom was born
in Ottawa on May 8, 1935, where she grew up, started her
family, and her career with the Federal Government. In
1967 with her mother, Gladys McGillivray (predeceased),
she relocated her family to Victoria. Mom continued her
career with the Federal Government in various positions
with the Canadian Coast Guard until her retirement in
1990.
Obituary Source Link:
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/timescolonist/obituary.
aspx?n=joan-ann-scharf&pid=198096347

Raymond Donald Barnes
July 9, 1941 - February 23, 2021
Obituary Source Link:
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20177112/Ray
mond-Donald-Barnes/wall
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HOVERCRAFT & DFO
The Canadian Coast Guard brought its hovercraft and set out
at a joint venture with the department of fisheries and oceans
for the first time. DFO aimed for a surprise crackdown in B.C.'s
Boundary Bay area in the hopes of catching illegal activity and
take prompt action.

What Includes "Illegal Fishing"?

To take appropriate action, it was first important to clarify
what illegal or ghost fishing constitutes. Here are some
examples of it:
Using inadequate gear that lacks floats
Fishing in restricted areas or at restricted times
Taking more than what a team is allowed to catch

Details of the Fishing Crackdown:

Here are the events that occurred during the joint venture of
the CCG with the department of fisheries:
337 Illegal Crab Traps Recovered
The joint venture aimed at detecting and recovering as many
traps as possible. In an operation that lasted five days, they
captured a total of 337 illegal crab traps. Moreover, they also
removed illegal ghost traps abandoned from the bay, as they
posed a serious threat to marine life.
Many of these traps were still empty, and many others had
crabs trapped in them. These traps were emptied and taken
for further investigation by the fisheries department.
Marine Animals were Released Back in the Ocean
As for the marine wildlife freed from those traps, they were
sent back to the ocean to return to the ecosystem. It is an
important step because if all of them were to die instead, it
would've decreased their overall population and put their
ecosystem at risk.
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Identification Process of Perpetrators
Since most nets and traps have tags or appropriate aspects
that could be used to reach the source, the department of
fisheries is actively working to track the people who set up
these traps. When those people or groups are caught, they will
be penalized for their illegal activity.

Future Policies and Plans:
The Canadian Coast Guard and department of fisheries have
pledged that big changes will be brought soon to prevent
more of this activity from occurring. This operation was the
first of its kind, so we cannot predict what will happen in the
future. Nevertheless, here is the plan:
1. They plan to bring policy changes that will prevent fisheries
from setting illegal traps.
2. They plan to track the perpetrators and penalize them
severely.
3. Plans for increased monitoring of the coast in the future.
The rules and regulations are set up for the welfare of people
and wildlife. If illegal fishing continues, it will eventually lead to
the end of precious animal species, and the world will degrade
a step further.
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BLIGH ISLAND SPILL RESPONSE
About 53 years ago, an incident led to a ship sinking near the
coast of Bligh Island, Nootka Sound. This incident was long
forgotten. Since last year, however, the pollution levels have
been increasing significantly, putting the coast guard on high
alert. A detailed investigation is being led there by the
Canadian Coast Guard, as we aim to rid the coast of the oil
and stop the spillage.

The Bligh Island Shipwreck, 1968

A transport ship from the Netherlands named MV Schiedyk
was carrying goods, mainly grains, around Bligh Island's
coastal area back in 1968. In an unfortunate accident, the ship
hit a ledge, after which the water began to fill in. As a result,
the ship sank. Although a little oil spillage was noticed, there
was no serious or life-threatening leak reported.
Since then, the ruins of that ship had been underwater,
staying out of the way of the residents. However, in December
2020, the Canadian Coast Guard reported that the sunken
ship has begun leaking oil and leads to staggering amounts of
marine pollution in the area.

Major Developments by CCG in the Spill Response:

Now that we have looked a little into the background of the
Bligh Island shipwreck, let's look into what the Canadian Coast
Guard is doing to prevent the damages caused by the oil leak
and excrete oil out of the water to purify it again. The progress
so far is discussed below:
Testing the Type of Oil Used by MV Schiedyk
The CCG has taken various samples of the spilled oil and sent
them for inspection in various Canadian government and
private departments. The purpose of these inspections is to
determine the kind of oil that is being used and report back to
the CCG so we can successfully do all these tasks:
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Increase the efficiency at which the oil removal is being
performed.
Take appropriate action to save the wildlife that the oil has
harmed.
Keep track of the potential hazards for the team and the
people of the area.
The oil has been revealed to be of type C that was common in
the past, and the CCG is now set to take appropriate action to
solve this problem.
Indicating Multiple Locations of Oil Leak
To solve a problem, we need to get into the depth of it.
Initially, it was assumed that there is only one leak location,
but thorough inspections and investigation by the CCG
revealed that the leak is present at multiple locations.
Knowing that the leak is at multiple locations has helped the
CCG set appropriate booms to prevent excessive spreading of
the oil.
Establishing Booms to Prevent Oil Spread
Booms are big extendable barriers that encapsulate the oil at
the surface of the water. The boom has covered the entire
area where the oil is spread to prevent it from increasing in
range and potentially harming a greater number of animals.
At the same time, however, it is important to keep track of
whether the oil is being found in other locations or not. It
could be that another patch of oil emerges, or the density
increases so much that the CCG is forced to extend their
boom further.
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Effective Collaboration with Mowachaht/Muchalaht First
Nation
The Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation are the residents of
that area. Effective collaboration with them is helpful because
they are highly knowledgeable of this entire area. That
awareness and knowledge are helping the CCG inspect the
area better and formulate a master plan. Moreover, they are
also enthusiastic about taking stern action, proving to be quite
helpful for the Canadian Coast Guard. Without their help, this
level of progress could not have been achieved.
Successful Removal & Recovery of the leaked Oil
Apart from saving the wildlife and protecting the people from
harm, this is the end-goal of the CCG in Bligh Island. Of course,
this is also the most effective method to save the wildlife and
the people of this area, because as long as the oil is present in
the water, it poses a hazard to those people.
So far, they have been able to remove a lot of oil, but a lot
more work needs to be done. Do note that the leaks are still
there, and we will have to keep doing this until either they
block the leakages or all of the oil has been siphoned out.
Measures are taken to Protect the Wildlife from Harm
The team responsible for wildlife takes an audit of that area
every day and is always on high alert. They have been
producing a daily report of the number and types of animals
that have been harmed because of the oil spillage, which is
then compared to the total number of animals in or visited
that area. This data is used to understand how effective the
response is.
The results vary from day to day, depending on the number of
animals that visited the area. However, as a general trend, we
can see a substantial amount of progress in their reports.
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Prevention of Oil Spread to the Sensitive Areas
There are many communities settled in that area, including the
first nation, and effective measures are being taken (like
boom) to prevent the oil from reaching those communities
and harming them. Although the water is not consumed, the
animals caught from the ocean could pose a health risk, or the
people generally visiting the coast could be harmed by the
toxic oil.

Behind the Scenes of the Investigation:

Frankly speaking, the work being done by the Canadian Coast
Guard isn't easy. To garner even a small amount of success,
they have to use high-end technology and various strategies.
These things can be considered as being behind the scenes of
the investigation. Let's look into some of them:
Use of Geographic Response Strategies
It is better known as GRS. In geographic response strategies,
the ariel view (in a map) was provided to the united command
that showed the entire area, including the sensitive places
with high oil density. The important data provided in the map
was used to formulate a comprehensive response plan and
increase the productivity and efficiency of the work done.
Without the graphic response strategies, the CCG wouldn't
have the necessary data to operate an effective recovery.
However, the GRS's benefit was not limited only to the start, as
it is still being utilized to extract needed information.
Shoreline Clean-up & Assessment Technique
SCAT is the ground team that is comprehensively assessing
the damage done to the shore by the oil that reached there.
This assessment is done to understand the scope of damage
done and the appropriate measures that can be taken to turn
the place back into normal again. Most importantly, the cleanup allows the shoreline to become clean and usable again.
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This team mainly comprises of the indigenous people, and
they are working in segments, i.e., each team is focused on
only one type of shoreline. This uses experience to hasten the
clean-up process.
Local Weather Stations for Oil Movement
A variety of local weather stations have been deployed in the
area that keeps a check on weather conditions. This weather
check is very important, as it helps the CCG make important
predictions for the team and the process they carry.
For example, the weather station determines the direction of
the airflow, which can further be used to determine the
direction of oil flow since the oil will go in the direction air will
pull it towards. Other weather conditions can also be
predicted to determine the best time for the team to work.
Monitoring of Marine Mammals
While the oil is effectively being recovered, the wildlife in the
area and their wellbeing cannot be ignored. This is a large
group of unsung heroes in the background that are effectively
working to protect the wildlife and make sure no harm comes
to them. Luckily enough, a lot of progress has been made, and
the damage done to the wildlife has now significantly
decreased.
Health & Safety Responders on the Water
Lastly, how can the wellbeing of the spill responders be
ignored? They are on the front lines, putting their lives at risk
to remove all the oil and investigate the place. These safety
responders are present on the water keeping an eye on their
team members to see if anyone is in need of help or not.
If anyone is in danger, they have all the necessary tools to help
and protect them, and immediate action is taken by this team.
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