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Summer 2018 Newsletter

Photo by Pat Wilson May 2018

“Sir John Franklin” - First of 3 New Science Ships to arrive in Victoria for pre- acceptance trials
-

Message from your editor - Pat Wilson: Please remember that “Any” memorable Coast Guard experiences and photos
will be very welcomed. Please pass all input to me: Pat Wilson, Editor, PO Box 5558, Victoria B.C. V8R 6S4;
Ph 250-889-7041; E-mail: ks_vp@yahoo.ca
Members with access to the Internet should bookmark the Coast Guard Association website at www.ccgawest.ca and all
Members are encouraged to forward pictures to the Editor for publication on the website.

Contents Summer 2017 Newsletter
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Greetings from President
Membership - Dues and Updates
Minutes AGM 2017
Summer 2018 Luncheon is Thursday 14th June 1145hrs – mingle; 12:30hrs
– Luncheon starts at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 3475 Ripon Road Victoria BC.
Remembering
New CCG Science Ships
The Tanker question - you decide ….
Canadian Coast Guard Environmental Response
Is anyone looking for a new career?
A Short History of the Canadian Coast Guard Association
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP FORM

2
‘Greetings from President’
This has been a very interesting and controversial year for government due to the proposed Kinder Morgan pipeline
expansion and the anticipated increase in tanker traffic. Of course this will affect Coast Guard’s programs Big Time! I
don’t know how it has affected MCTS yet, but Aids to Navigation and Emergency Response have been gearing up for the
pipeline expansion. They have increased the Aids to Navigation number of review officers and are focusing on tanker
routes with potential areas of risk. This will likely need a change or increase in marine aids to navigation.
Coast Guard has created a unit to establish several emergency response bases along the coastline.
These bases will increase their response capability significantly. The unit is large, requiring space to be rented downtown
as the base could not accommodate it. All this preparation and planning could be “for not” if the pipeline expansion is
cancelled.
STAY TUNED!
I hope each of you had a great winter, and I am looking forward to seeing a good turnout at our June 14th luncheon.
Remember to invite a friend or two!
‘Cheers, President,
Terry Weber.

2. Membership - Dues and Updates,
Annual dues will remain at $5.00 for the year 2018 and if not already submitted can be paid at the Summer
2018 Luncheon. Please note that the spouses of deceased members are most welcome to continue as associate
members of the CCGA.
We require a new Secretary but in the interim, Terry Weber will stand in, and reminds members to keep us
informed of any changes to telephone numbers, mailing addresses and/or email addresses. Changes should be emailed
to Frank Statham f_statham@shaw.ca or Terry Weber terry.eldon.weber@gmail.com
Remember also to keep our Service Committee informed about how our members are doing. Anyone knowing of a
member (or member’s spouse) who is ill, or who has suffered a family bereavement or problem and/or who may need a
little help, comfort or recognition, please give Bill Dancer a call. We will be pleased to see if there is any way our
organization can be of assistance, and to let fellow members who may be concerned know of the situation. Bill can be
reached at 250-721-5273 or email w.dancer@telus.net

3. Minutes Annual General Meeting
Canadian Coast Guard Association-Pacific, 01st June, 2017
1. Called to order by President Terry Weber at 13:35.
2. Minutes of the last meeting, June 2016. Copies not available.
3. Approval of actions taken by executive, no objections.
4. A) General report by president.
-Canadian Coast Guard has had a significant increase in funding and is on a hiring spree.
-presently 101 members on the association membership list.
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B) Treasurer’s report by Bill McKechnie.
1st June 2016
$1760.22
31 May 2017
$1,863.81
5 year Term Deposit
$1,301.39
5 year Term Deposit
$1,855.00
Total
$5020.20
5. Election of Executive.
President, Terry Weber will stand. Treasurer Bill McKechnie will stand.
- President-no nomination from floor, Terry acclaimed.
- Treasurer-no nomination from floor, Bill acclaimed.
6. New Business - no new business.
RVYC staff and Chef thanked for the great service and meal.
Door prizes , Phil Dauphines, - Monte Montgomery. Meeting adjourned at 13:55.

4. Summer 2018 Luncheon – Royal Victoria Yacht Club.
WHEN: Thursday 14th June - 11:30 - mingle; 11:45 - bar opens; 12:30 – luncheon
WHERE - the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 3475 Ripon Road Victoria
AIM: To relax, yarn, enjoy the Luncheon Buffet and celebrate the coming winter with friends
and colleagues in the dining room of the Royal Victoria Yacht Club.
WHO: Coast Guard Association members, Coast Guard Retirees, their Spouses and Guests and
serving Coast Guarders are most welcome!
Summer Luncheon Menu
"Lunch By The Sea"
Chef's Daily Soup
Sandwiches & Wrap Selection
Assorted Deserts
Coffee & Tea
$24.00 (Taxes & Gratuity Included)
To facilitate catering, we need to give the Yacht Club staff firm numbers not later than Friday June 8th and we are liable
for the numbers reserved. To avoid disappointment, please reserve your place(s) with - Terry Weber 250-383-6626
terry.eldon.weber@gmail.com or Bill Dancer 250-721-5273, w.dancer@telus.net
Mark Thursday June 14th on your calendar and make your RESERVATIONS NOW!

For Vancouver/Mainland attendees: Usual ferry arrangements prevail. Please let Cec Rempel (Chilliwack) 604-858-1983
know by Monday 11th June . As usual, if you catch the 9 a.m. BC Ferry as a foot passenger from TSAWWASSEN (half price
if you are a senior) we will meet you in SWARTZ BAY. After lunch, we will aim to get you back to SWARTZ BAY in time for
the 3 p.m. ferry. Would anyone prepared to help out on please contact Terry Weber terry.eldon.weber@gmail.com
250-383-6626
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5. Remembering those who have crossed the bar
Since the last issue we have learned of the passing of seven Coast Guard retirees.
Estevan Light Station

Pine Island Light Station

Joseph Roger Balmer (January 03 1945 - December 16, 2017)
Born Comox, BC, passed away in Duncan BC. Joe’s early life he lived in a logging camp, when he was
18 he worked for Mantle Industries for 10 years and learned the welding trade. His 30 years with
CCG were spent between Chatham Point (assistant keeper) and Estevan Point (principal keeper),
Then later in Victoria Coast Guard Base Blacksmith shop.
I give you this one thought to keep - I am not gone. I do not sleep.
I am the thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glint in snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain - I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awake to morning's hush, I am the swift uplifting rush
of quiet birds in circled flight.
- I am the bright stars that shine at night.
So do not think of me as gone. - I'm with you still, in each new dawn
DOUGLAS ALPEN June 6, 1946 - January 2, 2018
Doug passed peacefully away while vacationing in Mesa, Arizona. He is survived by wife, Myrtice (nee Fudge) and sons Craig
& Scott; sister Margaret; brother Scott Played Trombone in West Vancouver Band, Enjoyed outdoor
sports sailing Rugby & Skiing, Served in Canadian Navy 1969 – 1972 . 1974 earned Hotel Management
diploma. He was a member of Canadian Coast Guard (MCTS) for 30 years Postings in Saint John NB,
Prince Rupert, Vancouver, and Victoria , BC; Ottawa , ON and Inuvik NWT

On Saturday 26 May at 2:00pm, family & friends will gather in North Vancouver for a Celebration
of Doug's Life. For venue - call 709-541-6834 or mdalpen@gmail.com.
Leonard Anthony Henry (Tony) Fitch (21 July 1930 - 5 January 2018)
Tony was born in Dulwich County, London. He attended and graduated from HMS Worchester naval
training school in 1948, taking to the sea soon after as cadet officer. Eventually landing in New York he
made his way to Vancouver, working the Pacific coast from Alaska to Panama. Married in Vancouver
in 1952, he and first wife Cecilia settled in Victoria in 1959. Tony returned to the sea with the
Canadian Coast Guard in 1965, eventually attaining his Master Mariners Certificate. In 1969 Tony
married Jill and took the helm at a desk as Superintendent at the Ministry of Transport (Victoria
Marine Base retired in 1992.
Graham Kennell passed away 21st January 2018
Graham, or “rubber bones” as he sometimes called himself, was the base draughtsman for many years and several of his
drawings probably still dot the walls of Huron Road.
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Donald James McDowell, (March7,1946 - Jan 30,2018)
Don is a fourth generation born in Victoria grew up in Langford attended Belmont High School and
completed Heavy Duty mechanics at Malaspina College, before starting a long career as a marine
engineer with Canadian Coast Guard, on Weathership, Vancouver then transferring to the Eckaloo and
Dumit ships on the Mackenzie River in NWT. When the Mackenzie River froze he spent his winters in
New Zealand and Australia.
Clifford E. Stutter (February 18, 1931 - March 22, 2018)
Survived by and sadly missed by Dot, his wife of 63 yrs and families. 1975 Cliff was the Radar
Gang's Electronics Supervisor at Transport Canada’s Mot Electronics which later be became
Canadian Coast Guard Electronic Systems.
In the early 1980's Cliff filled the Electronics Supervisory position at Tofino Coast Guard Radio &
Vessel Traffic Center located Amphitrite Point in Ucluelet on BC's Pacific Coast..
April-06-18
Dot and family. So sorry to hear of Cliffs passing. Larry worked with Cliff at the Coast Guard in
Ucluelet and enjoyed their working relationship. May your many wonderful memories carry you
through this difficult time…. Larry Pokeda & Pat Reynolds, Port Alberni, BC
Rex Pendril Brown (June 03, 1923 - April 11, 2018)
Pen was born in Vancouver to Philip Brown (engineer) and Emma Bentall Brown (stenographer), both from Essex. He
(Photo -1957)
attended UBC at age 16 then worked at banks in Vancouver and Toronto for 15 years. Restless, in 1955
he became assistant lightkeeper at Cape Mudge, Quadra Island. In 1957 he became lightkeeper of
Fiddle Reef off Oak Bay, and Betty responded to Pen's matrimonial ad. They married and moved to
Pine Island light station off the north end of Vancouver Island. After ten years in that challenging
post, Pen and his family moved to Oak Bay. Pen worked in the Coast Guard office until retiring in
1989. He served as Santa Claus to lighthouse children, and volunteered at Fisgard Historic Site, Oak
Bay Volunteers, and the Cancer Centre. Pen supported the Conservatory of Music and the Historical
Society, enjoyed Alaska cruises with Betty, and was devoted to his house, garden, and cat.
Abe Van Oeveren I think Pen on Pine was before my time, but I have (used to have in my photo file) many pictures of
the damage at Pine and the efforts of Mike Parker and Bill Forbes to replace the beacon tower. It was knocked off its
foundation but remained standing, with the base insulator stuck in the grass beside the concrete base. Also had photos
of the disappeared engine room as well as other damage caused by the tsunami. Must have been a frightening time.
May he rest in peace.

6. New CCG Science Ships
“Sir John Franklin” - First of 3
New Science Ships to arrive in
Victoria for pre-acceptance
trials
Note Scaffolding around masts
Vessel’s Length is 63 meters
(about 206.7 feet)
Photo by Pat Wilson, May 2018
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CG Science Ship Construction information from SeaSpan
Andrew A. Duffy / Times Colonist December 12, 2017 06:00 AM
Canadian Coast Guard vessel Sir John Franklin
Photograph By Seaspan
Seaspan is building the Canadian Coast Guard vessel
Sir John Franklin.
https://vimeo.com/207197701 Construction Time lapse 2minute
https://vimeo.com/247358930 Construction Time lapse 4 minute
Launch of “Sir John Franklin”

https://vimeo.com/249592474

Sea trials will be conducted in waters off Victoria. The vessel is a floating laboratory and will be used to monitor the
health of fish stocks and better understand their ocean environment.
Seaspan won a competition in 2011 to build non-combat vessels for the Canadian Coast Guard and Royal Canadian Navy.
As many as 17 federal ships, worth more than $7 billion, are to be built by Seaspan Shipyards in Vancouver and in
Victoria, where the ships will receive finishing touches and go through sea trials.
Canada's Newest Science Ship Was Built And Designed Entirely In B.C. ..
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2017/12/09/canadas-newest-science-ship-was-built-and-designed-entirely-in-bc_a_23302511/
The floating laboratory will help scientists study fish habitats. The first ship built under Canada's new national
shipbuilding strategy has launched. Sir John Franklin, or Offshore Fisheries Science Vessel 1 (OFSV1), was unveiled in
North Vancouver on Friday. The 63-metre vessel will be used to study the health of fish stocks and their ocean
environment by the Canadian Coast Guard. It was designed and built by B.C.'s Seaspan Shipyards,
Offshore Fisheries Science Vessel #1: August 2015-February 2017 from Seaspan -- "The launch of this vessel is the first
of many, and signals to the rest of Canada and the world that B.C. is ready and capable to take on large scale projects
and produce state-of-the-art vessels," said B.C. Jobs Minister Bruce Ralston in a release.
Its namesake is a 19th century explorer who vanished along with 128 members of his crew on an expedition to traverse
the Northwest Passage. … HMS Erebus and HMS Terror were lost under the ice until Canadian search teams
rediscovered the ships in 2014 and 2016.
(https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/09/12/hms-terror-found_n_11980280.html?utm_hp_ref=ca-sir-john-franklin)
The Sir John Franklin was the first major launch in a program that began in 2010 to revitalize Canada's shipping industry.
The three-part national strategy (https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/app-acq/amd-dp/mer-sea/sncn-nss/apropos-abouteng.html) involves the government partnering with Irving Shipbuilding in Halifax and Seaspan in Vancouver for a total
of $33 billion in contracts to build large sea vessels, investing $488 million on small ships for the Coast Guard and a
mandate to repair and maintain Canada's current fleet.
The CCGS Sir John Franklin is 63m overall with an endurance of 31 days and a range of 8,500 nautical miles. It
has accommodation for up to 36 persons, including a crew and 13 scientists. The 7,750kW rated diesel-electric power
plant operates quietly and efficiently and, through the single propulsion motor, drives the vessel at a service speed of
12.5 knots. It is equipped with specialized scientific equipment, including a variety of fishing nets, a wet lab, a marine
mammal observation station, and a drop keel that allows scientists to take a variety of samples and measurements. The
vessel has been designed according to Ice Class PC7 requirements which allows it to safely operate in ice-infested waters
Ottawa has estimated the contracts will contribute $7.7 billion to Canada's GDP & create 7,350 jobs per year until 2022.
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7. The Tanker question, you decide….

On a Sunday morning, the tanker Eser K idled in Burrard Inlet, off of Kinder Morgan's Westridge Marine terminal
in Burnaby, B.C. The ship had just loaded 356,626 barrels of Alberta crude oil, destined for California.
A complete report on the Canadian leg of this voyage is at the following website.
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/a-tankers-journey-through-bc-waters-carrying-oilfrom-the-kinder-morganpipeline/article35070386/

Kinder Morgan's Westridge Marine terminal in Burnaby,B.C.
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Is this Route Safe for 300 Tankers per year and the Ocean Environment?

8. Canadian Coast Guard Environmental Response
http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/eng/CCG/ER_Response_Capacity
The Canadian Coast Guard maintains a cadre of specialized pollution response equipment. This equipment
is distributed across the country dependent upon the risk of pollution associated with a particular area.
There are 12 staffed equipment depot sites and 70 additional equipment depot sites across Canada. In addition,
each region has a group of highly trained responders and marine pollution incident managers totalling some 75
personnel across the country. All regions maintain an Environmental Response Duty Officer 24 hours a day, 365
days a year.
Map of Canadian Coast Guard Environmental Response Equipment Depot Sites.

http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/folios/00025/images/ccgdepotsites.jpg
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9. Is anyone looking for a new career?
The following list of current job opportunities will be updated regularly. Employees of the Federal Public Service may
also consult the list of internal jobs available for employees in the Federal Public Service. (All job opportunities within
Fisheries and Oceans Canada)
Job opportunities within the Canadian Coast Guard open to the public
http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/College-and-Careers/Job-openings
Library Technician
Closing date: 2018-05-23 - Fisheries and Oceans Canada - IM&TS / Library Services Sidney (British Columbia),
Dartmouth (Nova Scotia) Various language requirements and/or profiles $51,327 to $59,669
Vessel Repair Technician
Closing date: 2020-10-12 - Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Canadian Coast Guard - Integrated Technical Services Sidney
(British Columbia) English essential $26.89 to $29.21 per hour (Salary under Review)
Health Officer (Nurse) - Inventory
Closing date: N/A = Canadian Coast Guard (an Agency of Fisheries and Oceans Canada) - Fleet
Victoria (British Columbia), St. John's (Newfoundland and Labrador), Dartmouth (Nova Scotia), Québec (Québec)
English or French essential Regional pay rates
Indigenous Recruitment – Response Officer – Inventory
Closing date: N/A - Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Canadian Coast Guard (an Agency of Fisheries and Oceans Canada)
Prince Rupert (British Columbia), Port Hardy (British Columbia), Victoria (British Columbia), Richmond (British Columbia)
Various language requirements and/or profiles $62,556 to $71,124
Inventory: Senior Marine Engineering Project Officer, Senior Vessel Maintenance Mgr, Engineering Mgr
Closing date: N/A - Canadian Coast Guard (an agency of Fisheries and Oceans Canada) - Integrated Technical Services
Sidney (British Columbia), St. John's (Newfoundland and Labrador), Halifax (Nova Scotia), Burlington (Ontario), Ottawa
(Ontario), Sarnia (Ontario), Mont-Joli (Québec), Montréal Island (Québec), Québec (Québec)
Various language requirements and/or profiles $74,321 to $90,424
Inventory: Marine Engineering Project Officer and Vessel Maintenance Manager
Closing date: N/A - Canadian Coast Guard (an agency of Fisheries and Oceans Canada) - Integrated Technical Services
Sidney (British Columbia), St. John's (Newfoundland and Labrador), Halifax (Nova Scotia), Burlington (Ontario), Ottawa
(Ontario), Sarnia (Ontario), Mont-Joli (Québec), Montréal Island (Québec), Québec (Québec)
Various language requirements and/or profiles $67,565 to $82,200
INVENTORY: Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) Officer - Ab initio Trainee
Closing date: N/A - Canadian Coast Guard (An Agency of Fisheries and Oceans Canada) - Canadian Coast Guard
Programs - Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) Prince Rupert (British Columbia), Victoria (British
Columbia), Placentia (Newfoundland and Labrador), Happy Valley-Goose Bay (Newfoundland and Labrador), Port-auxBasques (Newfoundland and Labrador), Sydney (Nova Scotia), Halifax (Nova Scotia), Iqaluit (Nunavut), Prescott
(Ontario), Sarnia (Ontario), Les Escoumins (Québec), Québec (Québec) Various language requirements and/or profiles
$53,938 to $70,284 (Per annum upon successful completion of training, plus applicable allowances)
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Who can identify these Light Stations?

10. Short History of the Canadian Coast Guard Association
An informal group of 12 Retired Coast Guard Officers met for a Christmas Lunch at the
Princess Mary in 1988 and the number increased to 96 by 1995, due largely to the dedication
and hard work of Migs Turner. A Canadian Coast Guard Retired Officer's Association Steering
Committee was formed in March 1995 to determine the future of the Association. It was
agreed that Art Mountain would chair a small working group to look into incorporating under
the Societies Act of B.C. On June 20, 1996, Art was elected president of the newly formed
Canadian Coast Guard Association and began the process of incorporation, which was
completed on July 17, 1996. We now have over 100 members.
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11. CANADIAN COAST GUARD ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/ RENEWAL
THE PURPOSES of the Canadian Coast Guard Association (incorporated in July, 1996, under the B.C. Society Act) are:
1) To continue our Canadian Coast Guard camaraderie into retirement.
2) To support our Membership and their families, when and as appropriate.
3) To support those currently serving in the Canadian Coast Guard and other maritime interests, when and as
appropriate.
4) To undertake or support other activities approved by the Membership.
MEMBERSHIP - A person who has retired from, or is serving in the Canadian Coast Guard, with at least five years of
Federal public service, who is willing to accept the purposes and objectives of the Society and pay the annual
membership dues, may apply to the Directors for membership in the Society and on acceptance by the Directors, shall
be a member.
The Commissioner of the Canadian Coast Guard has fully endorsed the Association and its purposes, with the
understanding that serving CCG personnel would not become directly involved in controversial issues through their
membership in the Association or serve on the executive.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP may be made by completing the information below and forwarding the signed
application, along with one year’s membership dues to
W. McKechnie, Treasurer, Canadian Coast Guard Association,
2010 Corniche Place, Victoria, B.C. V8N 6C1
(Current Annual Dues $5 - covers Newsletter mailing and administrative costs).
FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS, complete name and address sections, check “Renewal”, enclose one year’s current
membership dues, sign and mail as above. Thanks!
Tel. No.

Name:

RENEWAL?

Address:

Email address:

Canadian Coast Guard Service:
Retired (Date):

Still Serving?

Started career as:

On (Date):
Other areas of work/location in Coast Guard:

Retired or left as:
On (Date):

Signature________________________

Date__________________________
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